
Sermon outline notes:  Hope Part 5 
Understanding God’s ultimate purposes - shaping our mission 
 
Introduction 
As we understand the aim that God has in His love and in His grace for the 

future of the world (i.e. where the creation project was always designed to 

go, where it will go) that will give us a sense of what our mission should be, 

and that mission should give the shape of what the Church should be (i.e. 

a mission shaped Church). 
 
1.  Understanding the big story�
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2.  The implementation of God’s future 
�� In His death and resurrection of Jesus, Jesus accomplished 

something which the Church needs to implement. 
�� The word Gospel which basically means ‘good news’ is much bigger 

than we think.  It is about the fact that Jesus is Lord and the 

implication/implementation of that fact. 
 
3.  Jesus is Lord in the Acts 
�� Acts 1 vv 7-8.  I think these verses sometimes are read wrongly - 

Jesus saying no to their question.  But I think Jesus is saying yes but 

it not like you thought! 
�� Acts vv 1-12.  Jesus is Israel’s Messiah.  Jesus is the true King of the 

Jews. 
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7�� Was it helpful to have the ‘Big Story’ explained, and to see Jesus’ 

death, resurrection, ascension, the fact that Jesus is Lord put into 

a historical context. 
2. Jesus is Lord!  Think about the implications of this statement. 
�� For Paul  often writing letters of the New Testament from prison! 
�� For Christians living in the Roman Empire. 
�� What does it mean for those of you running a business? 
�� For engagement in politics/culture.�
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3. Do you agree with the statement made that the Gospel  is much  
              bigger that we think and is ultimately about the good news that�
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